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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1953 
Introduction  and  General  Survey  of  Services 


It  is  usual  in  presenting  an  Annual  Report  to  comment  on  some  of  the 
features  of  the  year.  It  is  most  difficult  however,  to  select  the  parti- 
cular features  upon  which  to  make  comment  as  some  may  be  so 
apparently  small  at  the  time  but  assume  much  more  important  in- 
fluences when  viewed  in  retrospect. 

There  have  been  during  1953  one  or  two  outbreaks  of  Sonne 
Dysentery  for  example.  This  in  itself  is  perhaps  of  no  great  significance 
but  when  one  realizes  how  difficult  it  is  to  control  this  gastro-intestinal 
infection,  how  readily  it  can  be  transferred,  and  how  quickly  it  can 
assume  almost  epidemic  proportions,  one  realizes  that  at  the  beginning 
of  such  an  occurrence  its  insignificance  is  most  misleading.  It  would 
appear  however,  that  it  is  one  of  the  conditions  which  most  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  feel  is  something  to  be  expected  and  unfortunately 
something  about  which  very  little  can  be  done  especially  in  the  matter 
of  control.  Hospitalisation,  of  course,  would  not  appear  to  be  an 
effective  remedy  as  so  many  of  those  cases  never  come  within  the  ken 
of  the  General  Practitioner,  and  we  do  know  that  many  cases  continue 
to  be  carriers  of  the  infection  long  after  the  clinical  symptoms  have 
disappeared.  There  is  one  redeeming  feature  however,  namely,  it  is 
not  a disease  with  fatal  consequences  but  we  must  admit  that  it  may 
have  a very  high  nuisance  value  in  the  domestic,  economic  and  social 
life  of  the  community.  At  the  moment  there  are  no  adequate  prophylactic 
measures  which  can  be  taken  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  this  disease 
other  than  ensuring  a high  standard  of  food  handling  both  in  the  shops 
and  in  the  homes.  Much  can  be  done  in  this  way  by  an  efficient  propa- 
ganda campaign  directed  at  the  housewife  in  particular  and  the  public 
in  general. 

In  former  years  it  has  been  usual  to  introduce  a report  of  this 
nature  by  commenting  upon  the  Infant  Mortality  in  the  Burgh.  The 
Infant  Mortality  has  reached  a low  level  never  before  attained,  the 
figure  being  for  1953,  22  deaths  per  1,000  live  births.  There  were  13 
children  under  one  year.  Of  the  13,  6 deaths  were  inevitable  while  of 
the  remaining  7,  2 died  of  Pneumonia,  2 of  Diarrhoea,  1 with  Intestinal 
obstruction  and  2 due  to  Congenital  malformation.  The  table  here- 
with indicates  the  age  and  sex  classification. 
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Over  4 weeks  under  1 year 

Pneumonia  (except  of  newborn) 
Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 
Diarrhoea  (except  of  newborn)  ... 
Congenital  malformation 


MALE  FEMALE 
1 1 

— 1 

2 — 

1 1 

4 3 Total  7 


Under  4 weeks  male 

Congenital  malformation  — 

Birth  injuries  : Post-natal  asphyxia  and 

atelectasis  2 

Other  diseases  peculiar  to  early  infancy  1 


FEMALE 

1 

1 

1 


3 3 Total  6 


While  dealing  with  the  Infant  Mortality  it  is  perhaps  of  interest  to 
note  the  birth-rate  in  Falkirk  is  lower  than  the  average  for  the  country 
and  lower  than  the  average  for  other  large  Burghs.  It  is  also  interesting 
to  note  that  the  death-rate  is  practically  the  same  as  other  areas, 
differing  very  slightly  from  the  average  for  the  whole  of  Scotland.  The 
population  figure  fortunately  shows  a slight  upward  trend,  the  difference 
between  1951  and  1952  being  some  four  hundred  odd.  Any  attempt 
at  suggesting  the  causes  of  the  lower  population  would  be  futile  as 
many  factors  influence  this  figure.  Of  the  principal  epidemic  diseases, 
apart  from  two  deaths  from  Influenza  and  the  average  number  from 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,  no  deaths  occurred  within  this  category.  It 
is  satisfactory  to  report  that  there  continues  to  be  a freedom  from 
Diphtheria  and  let  us  hope  that  this  may  continue.  Here  again  one 
might  emphasize  how  important  it  is  to  bear  in  mind  the  continued 
need  for  immunisation  against  Diphtheria.  A more  detailed  comment 
upon  this  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  the  Report. 

1.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  Medical  Services  Department  operates  from  the  Headquarters 
in  Meadow  Street.  The  staff  is  as  detailed  elsewhere  in  this  report.  It 
is  hoped  that  more  commodious  premises  will  be  available  as  and  when 
the  new  Health  Department  is  built,  as  now  the  existing  premises  cannot 
accommodate  all  the  records,  etc.  which  it  is  so  essential  to  retain. 
Accordingly  records  are  kept  in  other  premises  which  does  not 
tend  to  make  the  wheels  of  administration  run  smoothly. 

2.  CO-ORDINATION  AND  CO-OPERATION  WITH  OTHER 
PARTS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

The  Co-ordinating  Committee  continues  to  function  and  has  had 
recently  under  review  the  Geriatric  Services.  There  is  full  co-operation 
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between  all  branches  of  the  Health  Services  and  the  liaison  is  satisfact- 
ory. The  continued  co-operation  between  the  General  Practitioners 
and  the  Health  Department  is  conducive  to  the  smooth  running  of  the 
Service.  If  I may  add  a personal  note  I am  most  grateful  for  this 
co-operation.  So  often  Medical  Officers  of  Health  become  isolated 
and  tend  to  steer  the  ship  of  preventive  medicine  alone,  whereas,  enjoying 
the  co-operation  of  the  General  Practitioners  as  we  do  here,  one  can 
always  be  assured  of  their  advice  and  assistance  in  all  matters  relating 
to  the  public  health  of  the  Burgh. 

3.  JOINT  USE  OF  STAFF 

As  stated  in  previous  reports  there  are  no  part-time  Medical 
Officers  in  the  Service  of  the  Local  Authority. 

4.  CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS  AND 
CHILDREN  UNDER  SCHOOL  AGE 

(a)  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

It  is  hoped  that  in  the  future  there  will  be  developed  a more  com- 
prehensive clinical  Service  for  Domiciliary  cases.  Such  routine  work 
as  urine  testing,  taking  samples  of  blood  and  ordinary  every  day 
advice  can  well  be  done  by  the  Local  Public  Health  Department  and 
would  tend  greatly  to  relieve  the  pressure  of  the  General  Practitioners 
consulting  hours.  After  all,  pregnancy  is  a normal  occurrence  and  one 
tends  to  impress  upon  the  mother-to-be  the  common  sense  attitude  and 
attempt  to  eradicate  the  idea  that  it  is  a matter  which  should  be  dealt 
with  along  the  same  lines  as  pathological  conditions.  The  shortage  of 
staff  and  the  inadequate  premises  prevent  the  full  development  of  the 
parent-craft  classes,  demonstrations,  etc.,  that  are  so  necessary  these 
days.  It  is  hoped  ultimately  to  be  able  to  have  demonstrations  of  the 
preparation  of  meals  for  infants  and  young  children  and  to  have 
classes  on  dietetics  as  they  affect  children. 

One  feels  that  so  much  of  the  children’s  diet  is  left  to  chance  and 
rule  of  thumb  that  effective  and  adequate  instruction  on  the  preparation 
of  balanced  diet  would  obviate  the  necessity  to  seek  chemical  agents  to 
prevent  such  conditions  as  dental  caries,  etc. 

Maternity  Outfits  are  issued  to  all  Expectant  Mothers  applying 
for  same  and  the  number  issued  during  1953  appears  elsewhere  in  the 
Report. 

(b)  Child  Welfare 

Clinics  are  held  three  times  a week  for  Child  Welfare  and  as 
I should  be,  in  the  event  of  any  condition  being  found  requiring  further 
I investigation  or  treatment,  the  case  is  referred  to  the  General  Practi- 
tioner. 


(c)  Care  of  Premature  Infants 

Such  cases  of  prematurity  as  occur  within  the  sphere  of  Domi- 
ciliary Midwifery  are  dealt  with  by  the  Nursing  Service.  In  the  event 
of  any  untoward  happening,  or  should  circumstances  dictate,  the  case 
is  referred  to  the  local  hospital  which  is  admirably  equipped  for  dealing 
with  conditions  associated  with  prematurity. 

(d)  Supply  of  Dried  Milks,  etc. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  continues  to  be  responsible  for  the  issue  of 
Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Orange  Juice,  etc.  Occasions  arise 
frequently  when  other  types  of  Dried  Milk  etc.,  are  required  in  which 
case  these  are  available  through  the  Child  Welfare  Service.  A note  of 
the  milk  supplied  during  1953  is  appended  herewith. 

Baby  Foods 


Cow  & Gate — full  cream  624 

Cow  & Gate — half  cream  30 

Ostermilk  No.l  6 

Ostermilk  No.  2 216 

Allergilac  1 8 

894 

M.O.F 36 

Farex  60 

Twinpack 72 

Robrex  24 

Trufood  12 

204 


(e)  Dental  Care 

Discussions  are  still  continuing  on  the  arrangement  for  a combined 
dental  service  to  deal  with  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  pre 
school  children  in  addition  to  school  children.  It  is  merely  the  difficulty 
in  obtaining  adequate  accommodation  and  suitable  premises  within  the 
Burgh  at  the  moment  that  prevent  this  service  from  being  operated. 
Accommodation  for  this  service  is  incorporated  in  the  plans  for  the  new 
Clinic  and  should  provide  adequate  facilities  in  the  future. 

(f)  Other  provision 

Accommodation  is  available  in  the  Children’s  Home  for  such 
children  whose  mother  is  ill  and  requiring  hospital  treatment.  While 
fundamentally  the  Home  is  intended  for  deprived  children  occasions 
have  arisen  when  it  has  been  necessary  to  accommodate  the  types 
mentioned.  There  is  complete  co-operation  between  this  Department 
and  the  Children’s  Department  and  it  has  been  possible  to  send  children 
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who  require  care  and  attention  to  selected  convalescent  Homes.  The 
development  of  the  preventive  aspect  of  ill  health  in  children  is  largely 
hampered  by  inadequate  facilities.  In  this  age  when  finance  holds  the 
stage  it  is  difficult  to  justify  the  cause  of  preventive  medicine  in  face  of 
the  blinding  influence  of  the  occupant  of  the  stage.  It  has  been  said  so 
often  that  one  cannot  assess  in  pounds,  shillings  and  pence  a useful 
member  of  the  community.  Perhaps  if  one  could  do  so  then  our  plea 
for  some  method  of  ensuring  for  our  national  economy  even  one  useful 
and  healthy  citizen  might  be  heard. 

5.  DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 

All  members  of  the  Nursing  Service  are  Certified  Midwives  who 
operate  on  a rotation  principle  there  being  always  a reserve  of  midwives 
who  are  available  as  and  when  the  need  arises. 

There  is  only  one  private  midwife  within  the  Burgh  under  constant 
supervision  of  the  Nursing  Superintendent. 

There  are  three  Gas  and  Air  outfits  available  and  all  midwives  are 
conversant  with  their  use. 

There  is  a tendency  to  develop  a little  more  the  ante-natal  super- 
vision as  one  feels  that  as  the  midwife  is  the  person  who  is  going  to 
conduct  the  confinement  she  should  of  course  be  familiar  with  the  home 
and  get  to  know  the  patient  she  is  to  attend. 

With  regard  to  the  co-operation  between  the  Nursing  Service  and 
the  General  Practitioners  this  is  complete  and  satisfactory. 

A large  proportion  of  the  midwifery  cases  are  admitted  to  hospital 
and  with  the  additional  hospital  accommodation  I have  no  doubt  this 
number  will  also  increase.  I would  quote  again  from  the  previous  report 
the  general  order  of  priority  for  admission  to  the  Maternity  Unit  of  the 
hospital  : — 

1.  First  births  unless  there  is  a special  request  for  home  con- 
finement and  the  family  practitioner  agrees.  This  does 
not  often  happen. 

2.  Subsequent  births  where  there  has  been  abnormality  in 
the  first  or  previous  birth. 

3.  Conditions  other  than  obstetrical  in  which  case  it  is 
advisable  for  the  mother  to  be  hospitalised. 

4.  Finally,  the  social  group  consists  principally  of  those  who 
are  in  sub-let  single  rooms  or  those  mothers  who  find  it 
difficult  to  have  home  confinements  owing  to  a variety 
of  circumstances. 

Refresher  Courses  arranged  by  the  various  colleges,  etc.,  are  made 
available  for  the  Nursing  Staff  and  those  who  can  be  spared  part-time 
are  permitted  to  attend. 

By  arrangement  with  the  local  hospitals,  pupil  midwives  are  trained 
in  the  district.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  we  are  privileged  to  participate 
in  the  training  of  the  Nursing  Service  in  this  respect  we  have  been  for- 
tunate in  securing  recruits  for  our  own  Nursing  Service. 
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6.  HEALTH  VISITING 

Health  visiting  continues  to  be  efficiently  done  within  the  Burgh. 
There  is  a nurse  for  each  of  the  seven  areas.  The  Nursing  Service  as  a 
whole  is  doing  excellent  work  and  we  feel  that  as  with  most  other  Auth- 
orities an  increase  of  staff  is  becoming  more  essential.  The  rising 
demand  by  the  aged  upon  the  services  of  the  nurses  is  creating  a problem 
for  which  there  is  no  immediate  solution. 

I feel  we  should  do  well  to  extend  the  liaison  between  the  hospitals 
and  the  Health  Visiting  Service  as  well  as  that  of  the  Nursing  Service  as 
a whole.  It  is  essentially  the  Health  Visitor  who  is  fully  conversant 
with  the  domestic  and  social  background  of  the  patients  and  I would 
suggest  that  it  is  she  who  should  be  consulted  by  the  obstetrician,  etc., 
prior  to  the  discharge  from  hospital  of  those  mothers  who  have  been 
patients  in  the  Maternity  Units.  In  this  manner,  therefore,  we  can  extend 
the  liaison  between  the  two  Departments. 

In  all  branches  of  our  service  we  have  full  co-operation  with  the 
Hospital  Almoners’  Service,  and  a full  interchange  of  information 
beneficial  to  all. 


7.  HOME  NURSING 

18  full-time  and  3 part-time  Nursing  Sisters  are  responsible  for  the 
Nursing  Service  within  the  Burgh.  Their  distribution  throughout  the 
Burgh  is  presenting  difficulties  due  largely  to  the  occupation  of  new 
housing  developments.  The  supervision  of  the  families,  etc.,  in  the 
new  housing  schemes  entails  a fair  amount  of  travelling  and  consider- 
able time  is  lost  which  otherwise  could  be  devoted  to  the  nursing.  This 
is  a matter  which  will  require  to  be  considered  in  the  immediate  future. 
The  services  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Nursing  Superintendent 
and  an  Assistant  Superintendent. 

The  two  Homes  provide  accommodation  for  the  majority  of  the 
Nursing  Staff.  These  Homes  have  been  established  by  the  local 
Authority  and  there  is  a great  deal  to  be  said  for  this  provision.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  recently  several  members  of  our  staff  have  left  to  take 
up  duties  in  districts  throughout  Scotland.  The  attraction  no  doubt  is 
the  degree  of  independence  and  the  privacy  of  a home  of  their  own 
provided  by  the  Nursing  Services.  It  is  a matter  which  will  in  all 
probability  have  to  be  kept  in  mind  for  future  development  for  Nursing 
Services  and  is  largely  a question  of  the  communal  life  or  the  indepen- 
dent life  for  the  nurse  responsible  for  the  particular  area. 

There  has  been  of  course  the  continued  co-operation  between  the 
General  Practitioner  and  the  Nursing  Service  and  as  said  in  previous 
reports  the  extension  of  the  co-operation  between  the  Nursing  Service 
and  the  hospitals  still  requires  consideration. 

Falkirk  is  now  an  approved  training  centre  for  the  Queen’s  Institute 
of  District  Nurses  and  provision  is  also  made  for  the  practical  training 
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of  Nurses  for  their  Health  Visitor’s  certificate.  Nursing  during  the 
year  was  carried  out  in  the  undermentioned  types  of  cases  : — 


Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  196 

„ „ Respiratory  System  excluding  T.B 280 

„ „ Pulmonary  T.B.  12 

„ „ Genito  Urinary  System  67 

„ „ Digestive  System  70 

„ „ Nervous  System  8 

„ „ the  Blood  36 

„ „ Metabolism  50 

„ „ Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  88 

„ „ Skin  60 

„ „ Eye  10 

Rheumatic  Diseases  35 

Injuries  including  fractures  13 

Mammary  Carcinoma  4 

Mammary  Abscess 8 

Burns  43 

T.B.  Adenites  2 

Minor  Surgical  Diseases  89 

Senility  84 

Whooping  Cough  4 

Measles  3 

Maternity  138 


1,300 

In  addition  143  patients  were  discharged  from  F.  & D.R.I.  before  the 
10th  day  of  the  puerperum  and  required  nursing  care. 

8.  DOMESTIC  HELP 

The  Domestic  Help  Service  in  the  Burgh  continues  as  in  former 
years  with  the  demand  being  greatest  from  those  elderly  people  for 
whom  there  is  no  adequate  Home  provision.  While  it  is  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  cost  of  the  Domestic  Help  Service  is  fairly  high  it  com- 
pares favourably  from  what  it  would  cost  to  keep  those  old  people  in 
homes  under  the  charge  of  the  Local  Authority.  Approximately  75% 
of  the  Domestic  Help  Service  is  taken  up  with  the  care  of  the  elderly 
people. 

9.  VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  carried  out  as  in  former  years. 
I consider  that  the  time  is  now  suitable  for  a further  campaign  for  the 
promotion  of  vaccination  and  immunisation. 

Recently  a survey  was  made  of  the  vaccination  and  immunisation 
within  the  Burgh.  The  immunisation  survey  was  for  the  five  year 
period  from  1948-1952.  The  vaccination  survey  was  made  for  the 
period  1948-1953.  The  two  tables  are  set  out  herewith  and  are  most 
informative  in  that  in  1952  the  Diphtheria  immunisation  figure  dropped 
below  the  safe  level.  The  fact  that  there  has  been  no  Diphtheria  in 
recent  years  is  definitely  due  to  the  immunisation  figures  of  1948,  1949, 


Survey  of  Immunisation  and  Vaccination 
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1950  and  1951.  It  is  perhaps  sad  to  relate  that  people  are  adopting 
the  attitude  of  being  so  short-sighted  as  to  fail  to  immunize  their  children 
because  there  has  been  no  Diphtheria.  This  is  an  attitude  not  to  be 
encouraged.  The  only  way  to  emphasize  this  is  that  while  the  commun- 
ity is  at  present  reaping  the  benefit  of  those  people  of  former  years 
they  must  consider  the  children  of  the  future  and  make  every  endeavour 
to  protect  them.  The  best  stimulus  to  vaccination  is  the  threat  of  an 
outbreak  of  smallpox  but  again  Health  Departments  throughout  the 
country  should  lose  no  opportunity  of  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the 
public  the  importance  of  such  easy  means  of  protection  against  the 
ravages  of  those  diseases. 

With  regard  to  B.C.G.  Vaccination  the  extension  to  include  the 
school  leaavers  is  under  consideration  and  will  be  put  into  operation 
so  soon  as  is  possible.  It  is  hoped  thus  to  bring  a degree  of  protection 
to  that  age  group  in  which  so  much  tuberculosis  occurs.  The  figures 
to  date  are  herewith  included  and  perhaps  in  subsequent  years  it  will  be 
possible  to  produce  a higher  degree  of  protection. 

Tuberculin  Negative  Vaccinated 
tested  re-actors  during  1953 


(1)  Nurses  

M 

4 

F 

23 

M F 

— 2 

M 

(2)  Medical  Students 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

(3)  Contacts  

37 

57 

20  24 

15 

10.  PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

The  term  Prevention  of  Illness  is  a very  broad  one  and  there  are 
so  many  factors  which  could  play  a part  that  it  is  difficult  to  isolate  any 
one.  For  instance  the  fact  that  dairy  herds  are  supervised,  the  fact 
that  water  supplies  are  constantly  watched,  the  provision  of  new  houses, 
the  abolition  of  slum  property,  the  clearing  away  of  congested  areas, 
the  physical  instruction  in  schools,  the  care  and  attention  which  are 
given  to  food  handlers,  etc.,  etc.,  all  are  factors  in  the  prevention  of 
illness.  The  one  factor  for  which  there  is  no  legislation  and  cannot  be 
controlled  is  the  human  factor.  People  are  so  careless  of  their  own 
health  that  the  utilisation  of  all  agencies  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
public  the  practical  science  of  good  living  would  go  a long  way  towards 
the  prevention  of  illness. 

How  many  people  fully  appreciate  how  important  a properly 
balanced  diet  is  ? How  important  adequate  rest  can  be  ? And  how 
much  the  right  type  of  recreation  will  ensure  good  health.  Of  course, 
one  must  not  overlook  the  mental  aspect  and  here  I would  emphasize 
that  healthy  minds  ensure  healthy  bodies. 

There  still  continues  within  the  Burgh  a number  of  children  who 
do  require  that  little  extra  something  to  bring  them  back  to  the  stan- 
dard of  health  essential  for  their  well  being.  A considerable  number  of 
children  require  regulation  in  so  far  as  dietary,  habits,  hygiene,  etc., 
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are  concerned.  This  can  only  be  done  by  education  and  in  many  in- 
stances so  far  as  the  children  themselves  are  affected,  removal  from  their 
home  surroundings  to  some  suitable  place  where  healthy  living  can  be 
practised  is  essential. 

There  still  exists  the  need  for  some  type  of  Committee  who  will 
take  the  responsibility  for  the  provision  of  measures  for  the  prevention 
of  illness  and  also  provide  for  the  care  and  after-care  of  those  mem- 
bers of  the  community  requiring  this. 

11.  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  main  feature  of  the  year  under  review  is  the  occurrence  of 
outbreaks  of  Sonne  Dysentery.  This  is  a condition  which  causes  a 
considerable  amount  of  worry  to  Health  Departments.  Although  the 
disease  is  not  a serious  one  clinically,  it  spreads  with  alarming  rapidity. 
The  main  feature  of  the  outbreaks  is  that  the  disease  has  attacked  the 
pre-school  children  and  this  has  affected  considerably  the  attendance 
at  the  Day  Nurseries. 

Particular  attention  is  paid  to  all  persons  associated  with  food 
handling  who  have  been  contacts  of  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery.  Where 
a case  occurs  in  a family  it  is  natural  that  the  occupations  of  the  other 
members  of  the  family  are  investigated  and  to  carry  out  this  there  is 
close  co-operation  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department. 

So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  there  is  always  a number  of  cases 
where  medical  advice  is  not  sought  by  the  parents,  the  child  merely 
having  a mild  attack  and  returning  to  school,  etc.,  still  harbouring  the 
organism.  Those  are  the  cases  which  keep  the  epidemic  going  and 
while  it  is  not  advisable  to  overload  the  general  practitioner  by  suggest- 
ing that  the  parents  should  call  in  their  family  doctor  on  each  mild 
outbreak  of  diarrhoea  it  is  difficult  to  suggest  any  other  means  for 
controlling  the  infection.  I think  it  is  justifiable  to  state  that  of  every 
case  notified  there  are  perhaps  five  or  more  cases  which  never  come  to 
the  notice  of  the  Health  Department. 

Of  other  diseases  there  have  been  several  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  of 
a mild  type  while  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  have  a normal  inci- 
dence for  the  year. 

Laboratory  Services  continue  to  be  provided  by  the  Glasgow 
Corporation  and  the  Laboratory  in  the  Stirling  and  Falkirk  area. 

Again  I would  suggest  a closer  liaison  with  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  particularly  with  regard  to  the  discharge  of  patients. 

12.  MENTAL  HEALTH 

Efforts  are  at  present  being  directed  towards  the  setting  up  of  a Vol- 
untary Association  for  the  care  and  after-care  of  the  mentally  ill  and  the 
mentally  handicapped.  It  is  always  difficult  to  interest  the  proper  type 
of  person  who  would  devote  a proportion  of  their  time  to  this  object. 
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However,  it  appears  that  in  the  near  future  such  an  organisation  will  be 
established  within  the  area.  This  will  ultimately  be  of  great  benefit  in 
keeping  in  touch  with  all  people  who  fall  within  the  category  of  mentally 
ill  and  mentally  handicapped. 

There  exists  a very  close  liaison  between  the  Social  Welfare  De- 
partment, the  Mental  Hospital  at  Larbert  and  this  Department. 

13.  NURSERIES 

The  three  Day  Nurseries  continue  to  operate  within  the  Burgh. 

With  the  re-housing  of  the  community  in  the  fringes  of  the  Burgh 
the  population  is  moving  away  from  the  areas  in  which  the  Day  Nurs- 
eries were  sited.  The  time  is  now  perhaps  suitable  for  re-considering 
the  siting  especially  of  two  of  the  Nurseries  so  that  they  may  then  work 
to  their  full  capacity. 

All  three  Nurseries  are  registered  training  centres  for  Nursery 
Nurses  and  at  recent  examinations  the  passes  have  been  almost  100%. 

It  is  interesting  to  state  that  a number  of  those  girls  generally 
trained  at  the  Day  Nurseries  have  gone  on  to  the  general  Nursing 
Service  and  I do  feel  that  this  training  scheme  of  Nursery  Nurses  serves 
as  an  encouragement  for  recruitment  for  the  general  Nursing  Service. 

The  Nurseries  form  an  integral  part  of  the  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 
A number  of  those  children  who  require  a degree  of  protection  and 
supervision,  especially  with  regard  to  habits  and  diet,  benefit  greatly  by 
attendance  at  the  Nurseries.  In  general  their  health  and  mental  out- 
look are  greatly  improved. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

The  monthly  meeting  at  the  Health  Department  continues  to 
attract  the  mothers  and  those  interested  in  the  preventive  aspect  of 
medicine.  With  the  co-operation  of  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health 
Education,  films  are  supplied  appropriate  to  the  particular  subject.  The 
general  principle  is  that  a subject  is  chosen  for  each  lecture,  for  instance, 
protection  against  disease,  clean  food,  general  care  of  children,  etc., 
and  the  films  dealing  with  those  particular  subjects  are  shown,  followed 
by  a short  talk  during  which  there  are  discussions  regarding  the  subject 
under  review.  At  the  moment  there  is  a certain  limitation  to  the  num- 
ber of  people  who  can  attend  those  lectures  owing  to  the  restricted 
accommodation  but  in  the  plans  for  the  new  clinic  this  is  provided  for 
by  increased  facilities  for  lecture  and  demonstration  purposes. 

Occasionally  it  has  been  possible  to  arrange  for  short  demonstra- 
tions during  the  Child  Welfare  sessions.  These  are  greatly  appreciated 
by  the  mothers  and  serve  to  encourage  the  attendance. 

It  is  appropriate  that  I pay  tribute  to  the  excellent  support  and 
co-operation  given  by  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education. 
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CLINIC  PREMISES 

The  present  accommodation  for  Child  Welfare,  etc.,  is  consider- 
ably restricted  but  the  plans  for  the  new  clinic  to  be  established  at  West- 
bank  are  almost  complete  and  will  provide  an  up-to-date  department  for 
the  medical  services.  So  far  as  subsidiary  clinics  are  concerned  the 
policy  for  the  use  of  mobile  clinics  is  still  under  consideration.  This 
would  obviate  to  a great  extent  the  travelling  to  and  from  a central 
clinic  for  a number  of  those  mothers  whose  location  is  now  at  the  peri- 
phery of  the  Burgh  due  to  the  housing  development 

CREMATORIUM 

I would  still  emphasize  the  need  for  a crematorium  and  I hope  that 
in  the  next  report  I shall  be  able  to  state  that  this  has  now  been  approved. 

HOUSING 

The  housing  development  has  gone  on  apace  and  although  there 
is  still  a very  large  number  of  people  awaiting  re-housing  it  is  gratifying 
to  know  that  with  the  co-operation  of  the  housing  department  a con- 
siderable number  of  people  have  been  re-housed  on  the  grounds  of  ill- 
health.  In  a recent  survey  which  was  made  of  the  re-housing  of  tuber- 
culous cases  it  is  amazing  the  number  of  people  who,  suffering  from  this 
disease,  have  been  granted  new  houses. 

Improved  housing  conditions  play  a very  great  part  in  the  preven- 
tion of  disease  and  it  not  only  makes  the  control  of  infectious  disease 
easier  but  the  mental  tonic  goes  a long  way  to  improving  other  cases  of 
ill-health. 

Again  I would  like  to  say  how  grateful  1 am  to  the  Housing  Mana- 
ger for  his  close  co-operation  with  this  Department. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  is  within  the  confines  of  the  Burgh  a Fish  Manure  Works  so 
situated  that  the  prevailing  winds  bring  the  odours  over  a very  large 
housing  development  area.  This  is  a condition  which  is  not  conducive 
to  comfortable  living  and  while  it  is  perhaps  difficult  to  state  that  it  is 
injurious  to  health  the  odours  are  so  offensive  at  times  that  it  is  essential 
for  the  people  occupying  those  houses  to  keep  their  windows  closed. 
This  in  itself  is  not  a good  thing 

I have  mentioned  this  matter  in  previous  reports  and  while  I 
appreciate  that  the  proprietors  of  this  Fish  Manure  Works  do  everything 
in  their  powers  to  reduce  the  nuisance  I regret  that  it  still  exists. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

A recent  survey  has  been  made  of  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis 
within  the  Burgh  covering  a period  of  five  years  up  to  the  present  year. 
The  tables  include  the  age-groups  and  the  occupations,  and  are  included 
in  this  report. 


Survey  of  Incidence  of  Confirmed  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  for  5 years  1949-53 — AGE  GROUPS — PULMONARY 
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One  of  the  essentials  of  a Health  Department  is  an  efficient  Nursing 
Service  and  I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  to  the  Nursing  Super- 
intendent and  her  staff  my  grateful  thanks  for  their  co-operation  in 
every  way.  The  Service  is  run  with  a quiet  efficiency  and  the  amount  of 
work  they  do  is  certainly  a credit  to  the  Service.  They  provide  an 
excellent  service  to  the  Burgh  and  although  at  times  they  are  over- 
worked I have  yet  to  hear  them  complain. 

To  Mr.  French,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  I wish  to  offer  my  thanks 
for  his  co-operation  and  especially  for  the  excerpts  from  his  Annual 
Report  which  are  included  herein.  It  is  only  by  working  in  harmony 
that  we  can  perform  the  work  of  a Health  Department  in  a Burgh  of  this 
type  and  to  Mr.  French  and  his  staff  I would  say  how  much  I appreciate 
how  they  support  me  especially  in  the  control  of  Infectious  Disease  and 
the  prevention  of  illness 

I would  like  to  thank  Dr.  Carter  and  his  staff  in  the  City  of  Glas- 
gow Laboratory  for  their  co-operation  during  the  year. 

To  my  clerical  staff  I would  say  thank  you  for  their  loyal  support 
and  for  the  patience  they  show  at  all  times.  Also  I would  commend 
the  pleasant  manner  with  which  they  interview  all  persons  coming  to 
the  Department. 

Finally,  to  the  General  Practitioners  within  the  Burgh  I wish  to 
say  how  much  I appreciate  their  co-operation  without  which  it  would 
be  impossible  to  run  a Health  Department. 
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Principal  Statistical  Facts  showing  Falkirk’s  position  for 
the  Year  1953 


Scotland 

Large  Burghs 

Falkirk 

Counties 

Large 

of  Cities 

Burghs 

Population  (Total  at  30th 

June,  1953)  

5,117,600 

1,917,500 

839,800 

37,364 

Birth-rate  per  1 ,000 

17-8 

17-6 

18-6 

15-8 

Death-rate  

11-5 

11-9 

110 

11-6 

All  Tuberculosis  ....  Nos. 

1,338 

656 

255 

11 

Rates 

0-26 

0-34 

0-30 

0-29 

Respiratory  Nos. 

1,159 

596 

210 

10 

Tuberculosis  ....  Rates 

0-23 

0-31 

0-25 

0-27 

Total  Deaths  

58,878 

22,844 

9,218 

434 

C/5 

4> 

Measles  

29 

8 

4 

— 

s 

5 

Scarlet  Fever  

4 

— 

1 

— 

o 

| 

Whooping  Cough 

41 

20 

7 

— 

'o. 

W 

Diphtheria  

2 

1 

— 

— 

13 

'u 

c 

Influenza 

271 

116 

39 

2 

£ 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

3,447 

1,725 

517 

31 

(excl.  Pneumonia  of  newborn) 

Illegitimate  Births  per  cent. 

of  Total  Births 

4-7 

51 

3*7 

3-6 

Infant  Mortality 

31 

32 

32 

22 

Total  Births  (Live) 

90,909 

33,723 

15,628 

591 

Stillbirths 

Deaths  from  all  Puerperal 

2,307 

856 

435 

17 

Causes 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 

85 

34 

17 

1 

Sepsis  

Deaths  from  other  Puer- 

20 

9 

2 

— 

peral  Conditions 

65 

25 

15 

1 

«■£ 

a.i: 

All  Puerperal  Conditions 

0-9 

10 

M 

1*7 

13  « 

53 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0-2 

0-3 

01 

— 

Q° 

Other  Puerperal  Conditions 

0-7 

0-7 

10 

1*7 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS 
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Comparative  Table  of  Births  for  the  past  Ten  Years 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Illegitimate 

Birth- 

rate 

Percentage 

Illegitimate 

1944 

337 

329 

666 

59 

15  0 

8-9 

1945 

297 

286 

583 

38 

14*6 

6-5 

1946 

431 

349 

780 

54 

20-3 

6-9 

1947 

399 

405 

804 

31 

20  9 

3*9 

1948 

379 

328 

707 

31 

18  -4 

4-4 

1949 

354 

305 

659 

38 

17-1 

5-8 

1950 

305 

283 

588 

29 

15-4 

4-9 

1951 

319 

277 

596 

24 

15-9 

4 0 

1952 

301 

266 

567 

24 

15-3 

4-2 

1953 

308 

283 

591 

21 

15-8 

3-6 

Comparative  Table  of  Infantile  Deaths  for  the  past 
Ten  Years 


Year 

Number  of  Deaths 

Death  of  Infants 
per  1000  Births 

1944 

30 

45  0 

1945 

36 

62  0 

1946 

45 

58  -0 

1947 

34 

42  0 

1948 

26 

37  -0 

1949 

33 

50  0 

1950 

19 

32  0 

1951 

25 

42  0 

1952 

29 

51  0 

1953 

13 

22  -0 

Comparative  Table  of  Deaths  for  the  past  Ten  Years 


Year 

Number  of  Deaths 
Registered 

Death-rate 

1 

Population 

1944 

462 

13-6 

33,971 

1945 

453 

13-2 

34,227 

1946 

461 

12-7 

36,700 

1947 

454 

13  0 

38,435 

1948 

435 

12  *5 

38,499 

1949 

593 

11  -5 

38,449 

1950 

608 

12-8 

38,206 

1951 

555 

11  -7 

37,594 

1952 

468 

12-6 

37,179 

1953 

434 

11  -6 

37,364 

23 


FALKIRK  TOWN  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING  SERVICE 


Report  for  year  ending — 31st  December,  1953 


Home  Nursing 

Cases  carried  forward  from  previous  year  197 


New  Cases  1,103 

1,300 

Nature  of  Cases  Nursed 

Medical  No.  of  pts.  995  No.  of  visits  32,409 

Surgical  „ „ „ 167  „ „ „ 4,580 

Maternity  >,  „ „ 138  „ „ „ 2,665 


Supervisory  visits  to  Getriatic  pts 856 

40,510 


Results 


Convalescent  

887 

Transferred  to  Hospital 

95 

Died  

98 

Remaining  on  Register  

220 

Health  Visiting 

1st  visit 

Re-visits 

1,300 

Total 

Ante-Natal  

146 

1,022 

1,168 

Post-Natal  

575 

245 

820 

Visits  re  suitability  of  pts.  seek- 
ing admission  to  F.R.I.  

425 

5 

430 

Infants  

575 

7,097 

7,672 

Children — 1-5  yrs 

563 

6,677 

7,240 

Tuberculosis — Supervisory 

45 

2,503 

2,548 

Tuberculosis — Nursing 

12 

543 

555 

Contacts  of  pts.  suffering  from 
infectious  diseases  

218 

1,436 

1,654 

22,087 
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CLINIC  ATTENDANCES 


Meadow  Street  Clinic 


Ante-Natal 

1st  visit 
425 

Re-visit 

5 

Supervisory 

1st  visit  Re-visit 
80  2,633 

Infants  

257 

2,838 

Light  Therapy 

149 

1,010 

Children — 1-5  yrs. 

71 

608 

Scabies 

12 

47 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough  and 

Immunisation 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

A.P.T.— 

D.P.P.— 

1st  Injection  

1 

1st  Injection  

106 

2nd  Injection  

2 

2nd  Injection  

118 

3rd  Injection  

95 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisations 

Vaccinations  (Smallpox) 

1st  Injection  

2 

Number  done  

99 

2nd  Injection  

3 

B.C.G.  Vaccinations 

38 

3rd  Injection  

3 

Patch  Tests  done 

128 

Montoux ,,  „ 

29 

659  Patients  were  referred  to  the  X-ray  Department  of  Falkirk 
Royal  Infirmary  for  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  examinations. 


Camelon  Clinic 

1 st  visit 


Infants  108 

Children — 1-5  years  35 


Re-visit 

1,047 

184 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


Diphtheria 

Immunisation 


A.P.T. 

1st  Injection  1 

2nd  Injection  2 

Boosting  Doses  4 


Whooping  Cough  and 
Diphtheria  Immunisation 


D.P.P. — 

1st  Injection  100 

2nd  Injection  1 1 1 

3rd  Injection  92 


Vaccinations  done 


63 


Day  Nurseries  (including  24-hour  Nurseries)  as  at  end  of  Year 


25 
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MIDWIFERY 

(i)  Total  No.  of  births  occurring  in  the  area  during  year — that  is 
before  correction  for  mother’s  residence  : — 

Live  Births,  1,050.  Still  Births,  36.  Total,  1,086. 

(ii)  Total  No.  of  births  in  (i)  occurring  in  institutions  (including 
private  maternity  homes),  947. 

(iii)  No.  of  births  in  (i)  occurring  at  home, 

Live,  137.  Still,  2.  Total,  139. 

(iv)  No.  of  births  in  (iii)  classified  to  show  nature  of  attendance 
at  birth  : — 


Cases  dealt  with  under  Section 
23  (2)  of  the  National  Health 
Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947 

Other  domiciliary  cases 

Doctor 
engaged 
and 
present 
at  con- 
finement i 
! 

Doctor 
engaged 
and  not 
present 
at  con- 
finement 

Midwife 

alone 

(no 

doctor 

engaged) 

Doctor 

engaged 

Midwife 
i alone 
(no 

, doctor 
j engaged) 

Without 

doctor 

or 

midwife 

Total 

(a)  Midwives  employed  by 
the  Authority  (includ- 
ing those  engaged  on  a 
fee-per-case  basis) 

15 

124 

139 

(b)  Midwives  employed  by 
Voluntary  Organisations 

— 

— 

- — 

— - 

— 

— 

- f 

(c)  Midwives  employed  by 
Hospital  Boards  of 
Management 

(i d ) Private  practising  mid- 
wives   

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( e ) Totals  

15 

124 

— 

— 

- 

139 

572  Nursing  visits  were  paid  to  143  women  who  were  delivered  in 
hospital  and  discharged  before  the  tenth  day  of  the  puerperium. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  ANALGESICS 

(< a ) No.  of  domiciliary  midwives  in  the  area  qualified  to  administer 
gas  and  air  analgesia  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 


the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scotland  17 

( b ) No.  of  domiciliary  midwives  who  received  their  training  during 

the  year  3 

(c)  No.  of  sets  of  Apparatus  for  the  administration  of  gas  and  air 

in  use  in  the  area  at  3 1 st  December,  1 953  3 

(< d ) No.  of  sets  on  order  at  31st  December,  1953  — 

( e ) No.  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was  administered  by  midwives 


in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  (including  cases  attended 


by  hospital  midwives  undertaking  domiciliary  cases) 

(1)  When  Doctor  was  not  present  at  delivery  52 

(2)  When  Doctor  was  present  at  delivery 3 

(/)  No.  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  administered  by  midwives 

in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  (including  cases 
attended  by  hospital  midwives  undertaking  domiciliary  cases) 

(1)  When  Doctor  was  not  present  at  delivery  32 

(2)  When  Doctor  was  present  at  delivery 6 

No.  of  Cars  in  use  by  midwives  at  31st  December,  1953  — 

HEALTH  VISITING 


No.  of  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  during  year 

Expei 

Mot 

ctant 

hers 

Children  under 
1 year  of  age 

Chil 
betwe 
ages  of 

dren 
en  the 
1 and  5 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

Health  Visitors 
employed  by  the 
Authority* 

19 

(Nursing  Visits) 

425 

540 

575 

7,097 

2,300 

6,677 

Tuberc 

Ca: 

miosis 

ses 

Otl 

Cas 

ier 

ses 

Total 

Visits 

Paid 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

355 

3,066 

292 

1,205 

18,585 

Health  Visitors 
employed  by 
Voluntary 
Organisations  .... 

fil 

*All  19  members  of  Nursing  Service  are  certified  midwives. 
The  Service  is  a combined  one  and  no  absolute  figures  can 
be  given  for  midwives. 
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DOMESTIC  HELPS 


(1)  No.  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  end  of  year  33 

(a)  Whole  time  22 

( b ) Part  time  1 1 

(c)  Retaining  fee  basis  12 

(2)  No.  of  cases  for  which  Helps  were  provided  during  the  year  136 

(3)  No.  of  cases  in  (II)  provided  on  account  of  Confinements  : — 

(a)  At  home  17 

( b ) In  hospital  6 


(4)  Number  of  cases  provided  in  (II)  on  account  of  chronic 


sbk  including  aged  and  infirm  

91 

HOME  NURSING 

No.  of  Cases  attended  by 
Home  Nurses  under 
arrangements  made  under 
this  Section 

(exclusive  of  midwifery) 

No.  of  Visits  paid  by 
Nurses  to  these  Cases 

Home  Nurses  employed 
directly  by  the  Authority* 
19 

1,162 

36,989 

Home  Nurses  employed  by 
Voluntary  Organisations 

— 

— 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
(1)  Ante-natal  and  post-natal  service 


No.  of  Clinics 
provided  at  end 
of  year  whether 
held  at  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  or 
other  premises 

No.  of  women 
who  attended  at 
the  Clinics  during 
the  year 

Total  No.  of 
attendances  made 
by  women  during 
the  year 

Local  Health  Authority  Clinics — 
Ante-natal  Clinics  

1 

425 

430 

Post-natal  Clinics  

— 

— 

— 

Clinics  provided  by  Voluntary 
Organisations — 

Ante-natal  Clinics  

Post-natal  Clinics  

— 

— 

1 — 

1 

(2)  Child  Welfare  Clinics 


No.  of  Clinics 
provided  at  end 
of  year 

No.  of  children 
who  first  attended 
the  Clinics  during 
year  and  who  on 
the  date  of  their 
first  attendance 
were  : — 

Total  No.  of 
attendances  made 
during  year  by 
children  who  at 
end  of  year 
were  : — 

Under  1 
year  of 
age 

Over  1 
year  of 
age 

Under  1 
year  of 
age 

Over  1 
year  of 
age 

Local  Health  Authority  Clinics 

2 

365 

106 

3885 

792 

Clinics  provided  by  Voluntary 
Organisations 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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SCHOOL  NURSING  SERVICES 

Number  of  Medical  Inspections  attended  187 

Number  of  Class  Inspections  paid — No  Doctor  present  367 

Number  of  “ Follow-up  ” Visits  paid  to  homes  of  school  children  241 
Number  of  Minor  Ailments  treated  at  Clinic  : — 

No.  of  Pts.  41  No.  of  attendances  252 


REPORT  ON  MIDWIFERY  CASES 

Number  of  patients  139 

Number  of  cases  where  doctor  was  present  at  birth  15 

Number  of  cases  where  medical  aid  was  sent  for — 

During  labour  or  puerperium  35 

For  infant 5 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital — 

Before  delivery  4 

After  delivery  1 

Number  of  forceps  deliveries 1 

Number  of  mothers  in  whom  a temperature  of  100°F.  was  observed 

on  any  two  occasions  and  was  sustained  for  24  hours  2 

Number  of  still  births 2 

Number  of  infants  dying  within  48  hours  after  birth  — 

Nunber  of  cases  who  received  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  52 

Number  of  cases  who  received  Pethedine  32 


MATERNITY 

Number  of  patients  discharged  from  Falkirk  Royal  Infirmary 


before  the  10th  day  of  the  puerperium  143 

Number  of  visits  572 

In  accordance  with  D.H.S.  Circular  No.  84/1951 

The  number  of  Maternity  Outfits  given  out  to  Ante-natal  patients 
was  150 

Provision  of  Materials  given  out  to  Local  Practitioners  for  Immunisation 

Purposes 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  20,000  units 

Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  15  c.c.s. 

Diphtheria  Pertussis  Prophlactic  110  c.c.s. 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES 
January  — December  1953 


INSPECTION 


Schools 

Routin* 

; Cases 

Follow- 

up 

Special 

Cases 

Totals 

5 yrs.  of 
age 

9 yrs.  of 
age 

13  yrs. 
of  age 

16  yrs. 
of  age 

Technical 





308 

20 

373 

22 

723 

High 

— 

— 

171 

63 

163 

31 

428 

Camelon 

84 

72 

54 

— 

241 

27 

478 

Carmuirs 

96 

66 

33 

— 

260 

63 

518 

Comely  Park 

117 

91 

— 

— 

197 

27 

432 

Victoria 

94 

93 

1 

— 

199 

60 

447 

Northern 

19 

30 

1 

— 

41 

2 

93 

St.  Francis 

76 

102 

38 

— 

374 

89 

679 

St.  Mungo's 

— 

— 

21 

— 

48 

27 

96 

Bainsford 

127 

96 

1 

— 

197 

76 

497 

Total 

613 

550 

628 

83 

2093 

424 

4391 

DEFECTS 


Schools 

Eyes 

Ear,  Nose 
and  Throat 

Tonsils 

Nits 

Excluded  Nits 
and  Vermin 

Technical 

50 

3 

9 

39 

— 

High 

20 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Camelon 

34 

4 

8 

25 

— 

Carmuirs 

29 

4 

10 

41 

2 

Comely  Park 

51 

- — 

4 

18 

— 

Victoria 

28 

2 

10 

9 

— 

Northern 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

St.  Francis 

85 

14 

13 

44 

— 

St.  Mungo’s 

13 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Bainsford 

48 

3 

7 

27 

— - 

Total 

362 

34 

61 

210 

2 

IMMUNISATION 


Schools 

Place 

Boosting 

1st  Inj. 

2nd  Inj. 

Refused 

Technical 











High 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Camelon 

Camelon  Clinic 

29 

8 

— 

7 

Carmuirs 

Camelon  Clinic 

64 

11 

1 

6 

Comely  Park 

Meadow  Street 

68 

5 

5 

11 

Victoria 

Meadow  Street 

43 

24 

6 

11 

Northern 

Meadow  Street 

9 

2 

— 

1 

St.  Francis 

Meadow  Street 

58 

15 

10 

6 

St.  Mungo’s 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bainsford 

Meadow  Street 

64 

16 

2 

19 

Total 

355 

81 

24 

61 
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REPORT  ON  MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

1953 

Number  of  Lunatics  admitted  to  Hospital 39 

Number  of  Voluntary  Patients  admitted  to  Hospital  5 

Number  of  Lunatics  on  Licence  — 

Number  of  Lunatics  under  Guardianship 2 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  admitted  to  Certified 

Institution  — 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  placed  under  Guardianship  1 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  under  Guardianship  5 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  on  Licence  from  Institution  2 


Name  of  Local  Health  Authority — Burgh  of  Falkirk 
Vaccination  against  smallpox 

Return  for  period  1st  January,  1953,  to  31st  December,  1953 
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IMMUNISATIONS  CARRIED  OUT  AT  CLINICS  AND  BY 
THE  LOCAL  PRACTITIONERS 
COMBINED  INJECTION 

DIPHTHERIA  A.P.T.  & WHOOPING  COUGH  VACCINE 
Return  for  period  from  1st  January,  1953,  to  31st  December,  1953 


Year  of  birth 
of  persons 

Number  of  children  who  com- 
pleted a full  course  of  immunisa- 
tion during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1953 

Number  of  maintenance  inocu- 
lations given  during  the  year 
ended  December,  1953 

1953 

39 



1952 

238 

— 

1951 

50 

— 

1950 

13 

— 

1949 

11 

1 

1948 

5 

18 

1947 

2 

10 

1946 

1 

1 

1945 

— 

— 

1944 

5 

— 

1943 

— 

— 

1942 

— 

— 

1941 

. — . 

— 

1940 

— 

— 

1939 

— 

— 

1938 

or  earlier 

— 

1 

Total 

364 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION,  1953 
Return  for  period  from  1st  January,  1953,  to  31st  December,  1953 


Year  of  birth 
of  persons 

Number  of  children  who  com- 
pleted a full  course  of  immunisa- 
tion during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1953 

Number  of  maintenance  inocu- 
lations given  during  the  year 
ended  December,  1953 

1953 





1952 

10 

— 

1951 

2 

— 

1950 

3 

3 

1949 

1 

1 

1948 

6 

130 

1947 

35 

239 

1946 

11 

16 

1945 

— 

10 

1944 

2 

5 

1943 

1 

8 

1942 

— 

3 

1941 

1 

1 

1940 

-r- 

— 

1939 

— 

— 

1938 

or  earlier 

— 

— 

Total 

72 

416 
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Return  showing  the  Number  of  Cases,  with  their  Home  Residence,  in  the  area  who  received 
Treatment  in  Sanatoria  or  other  Institutions  during  the  year 
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NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS 

In  Institutions 
on  December  31 

O m CM  cm  | — i m 

m CM  1 

CM 
M O 

Died  in  the 
Institutions 

II  II  II  II 

1 

™ 1 1 ~ 1 M 

r-~ 

Discharged  during 
the  year 

38  1 1 ~ 1 ^ 

oo 

Admitted  during 
the  year 

as  |-  II 

In  Institutions 
on  January  1 

m — cm -h  cm  — m — 
m cm 

M3 

M3 

/ f Males 

1 Adults  \ Females 

Respiratory  -j 

/ Males 

'Children  \ Females 

/ f Males 

Adults  \ Females 

Non-respiratory  i 

/ Males 

' Children  \ Females 

Total 

Return  of  Number  of  Persons  resident  in  the  area  at  31st  December,  1953,  who  were  known 

to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
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Return  of  Number  of  Persons  who  Died  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  area  during  the  year  with  particulars  as  to  period 
elapsing  between  Notification  and  Death  and  between  Discharge  from  an  Institution  and  Death 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  EACH  MONTH 
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Chickenpox 
Dysentery  (Sonne) 
Erysipelas 

Measles  

Primary  Pneumonia 
Scarlet  Fever 

Phthisis  

Other  Tuberculosis 
Para-Typhoid  B ... 
Whooping  Cough ... 
Cerebro-spinal  Feve 
Influenzal  Pneumon 
Flexner  Dy sentry  ... 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 
Salmonella  (Food  P 
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YEAR  1953 


Infectious  Diseases 

Ward 

1 

Ward 

2 

Ward 

3 

Ward 

4 

Ward 

5 

Total 

Chickenpox  

i 

— 

3 

— 

10 

14 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

15 

12 

25 

20 

10 

82 

Erysipelas  

2 

1 

1 

3 

6 

13 

Measles  

70 

50 

50 

120 

150 

440 

Primary  Pneumonia 

10 

2 

7 

6 

10 

35 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

4 

15 

21 

37 

87 

Phthisis  

14 

16 

8 

12 

11 

61 

Other  Tuberculosis 

4 

5 

1 

1 

2 

13 

Para-Typhoid  B 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough  

12 

2 

2 

6 

15 

37 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  

! _ 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Influenzal  Pneumonia  

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Flexner  Dysentery  

l 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Salmonella  (Food  Poisoning) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

140 

98 

113 

190 

251 

792 
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Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  Ten  Years 


Disease 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949  | 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Diphtheria  

103 

82 

54 

47 

36 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

24 

14 

17 

16 

18 

11 

10 

11 

11 

13 

Scarlet  Fever  

201 

97 

60 

93 

189 

67 

67 

50 

99 

87 

Puerperal  Fever  

3 

4 

4 

7 

2 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

12 

6 

4 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

— 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

6 

4 

5 

— 

1 

1 

— 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .... 

4 

1 

2 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

1 

— 

9 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Primary  Pneumonia 

48 

46 

79 

66 

52 

71 

79 

70 

24 

35 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

7 

— 

4 

— 

6 

32 

33 

33 

5 

2 

Pneumonia  (otherwise  not 
notifiable)  

5 

4 

6 

4 

4 

9 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Chickenpox 

2 

37 

1 

— 

— 

— 

18 

18 

51 

14 

Dysentery  

101 

405 

82 

21 

8 

4 

69 

95 

12 

82 

Measles  

367 

178 

523 

33 

432 

120 

375 

655 

234 

440 

Whooping  Cough  

12 

17 

— 

9 

— 

1 

70 

107 

26 

37 

Undulant  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Para-Typhoid  A 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Para-Typhoid  B 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Flexner  Dysentry 

1 

Food  Poisoning  (Salmonella) 

1 

Totals 

892 

893 

842 

315 

762 

324 

731 

1046 

468 

718 
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GLASGOW  BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY 

Bacteriological  Examinations  carried  out  for  the  Burgh  of  Falkirk 
for  the  Year  1953 

Positive  Totals 

Diphtheria — swabs  — 27 

Haemolytic  streptococci — swabs  14  44 

Enterica  Group — faeces  — 1 

Salmonella  Group — faeces  2 72 

Dysentery  Group — faeces  166  729 

Occult  Blood — faeces  — 4 

Chemical  Examination — Urine  — 4 

Trichomonas  2 40 

Wassermann  Test — blood  67  123 

Kahn  Test — blood  62  92 

Gon,  Compl.  Fix.  Test  8 22 

V.D.G. — smears  — 36 

Organisms — urine  — 2 

Tuberculosis — (microscopical) — 

Sputum  for  T.B.,  etc 67  242 

Urine  — 10 

Tuberculosis  (biological) — 

Sputum  — 3 

Urine  — 2 

Fluid  (pleural  3,  cerebro-spinal  1)  — 4 


1,457 
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DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATES  IN  OTHER  PRINCIPAL 

DISEASES 

Pneumonia — There  were  9 deaths  from  all  forms  of  Pneumonia 
during  the  year  1953,  of  which  3 were  males  and  6 were  females. 
This  was  equal  to  an  annual  death  rate  of  0.3  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases — Including  Bronchitis,  there  were  27 
deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases.  There  were  16  males  and  1 1 females. 
The  figure  for  1952  was  37  deaths.  The  Death  Rate  for  1953  is  0.7  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

Cancer — There  were  81  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year,  49 
males  and  32  females,  giving  an  annual  death  rate  of  2.1  per  1,000  of 
the  population. 

Vascular  Diseases — Heart  Disease  and  Circulatory  Diseases — There 
were  135  deaths  from  Disease  of  the  Heart  of  which  68  were  males  and 
67  females.  Rheumatic  heart,  4 females.  Arteriosclerotic  and  degen- 
erative heart,  64  males  and  58  females.  Other  diseases  of  heart  4 
males  and  2 females.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease,  3 females. 
Deaths  from  Circulatory  Diseases — Vascular  lesions  affecting  the 
central  nervous  system,  32  males  and  21  females.  Hypertension,  4 
males  and  5 females.  Other  circulatory  diseases,  5 males  and  10 
females.  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  circulatory  diseases  is 
77,  which  is  equal  to  an  annual  death  rate  of  2.1.  During  the  year 
there  were  53  deaths  from  Vascular  Diseases.  Deaths  from  Vascular 
Diseases  account  for  12  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  in  the  Burgh. 


PRINCIPAL  EPIDEMIC  DISEASES 

Scarlet  Fever — There  were  87  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified 
during  1953.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever. 


The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 

East  10 

West  4 

Middle  15 

North  21 

Camelon  37 

Erysipelas — There  were  1 3 cases  of  Erysipelas  notified  during  the 
year  1953.  Three  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 

East  ......  2 

West 1 

Middle  1 

North  3 

Camelon  6 
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Acute  Primary  Pneumonia — There  were  35  cases  notified  during  the 
year  1953  as  compared  with  24  cases  notified  in  1952. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


East  10 

West  2 

Middle  6 

North  7 

Camelon  10 


Influenzal  Pneumonia — There  were  2 cases  notified  during  the 
year  1953. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


Middle  1 

North  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia — There  was  1 case  notified  during  the  year 
1953. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 

East  1 


Measles — There  were  440  cases  of  Measles  notified  during  the  year 
1953.  This  was  a marked  increase  from  1952  when  234  cases  were 
notified. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


East  70 

West 50 

Middle  50 

North  120 

Camelon  150 


Dysentery  (Sonne) — There  were  82  cases  of  Dysentery  notified 
during  the  year  1953.  This  was  a marked  increase  from  1952  when 
there  were  12  cases  notified. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows 


East  15 

West 12 

Middle  25 

North  20 

Camelon  10 


Whooping  Cough — There  were  37  cases  of  Whooping  Cough 
notified  during  the  year  1953.  This  was  a increase  from  1952  when 
26  cases  were  notified. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


East  12 

West  2 

Middle  2 

North  6 

Camelon  15 
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Chickenpox — There  were  14  cases  of  Chickenpox  notified  during 
the  year  1953. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 

East  1 

West  — 

Middle  3 

North  — 

Camelon  ......  10 

Para-Typhoid  B — There  was  one  case  notified  during  the  year 
1953. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  case  was  as  follows  : — 

West  1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever — There  were  four  cases  notified  during  the  year. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 

West  4 

Flexner  Dysentery  — There  was  one  case  notified  during  the  year. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  case  was  as  follows  : — 

East  1 

Salmomella  (Food  Poisoning) — There  was  one  case  notified  during 
the  year. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  case  was  as  follows  : — 

West 1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — There  were  61  notified  cases  during  the 
year  1953. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


East  14 

West 16 

Middle  8 

North  12 

Camelon  1 1 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — There  were  13  notified  cases  during 
the  year  1953. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


East  4 

West  ......  5 

Middle  1 

North  1 

Camelon  2 
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The  following  are  excerpts  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  provision  of  an  adequate  and  wholesome  water  supply  for  the 
Burgh  is  undertaken  by  the  Stirling  and  Falkirk  Water  Board.  No 
difficulties  were  experienced  during  the  year  and  samples  of  the  various 
supplies  from  the  Board  were  satisfactory,  both  chemically  and  bacter- 
iologically.  Unlike  a number  of  areas,  the  district  served  by  the 
Board  did  not  suffer  from  any  shortage  of  this  vital  commodity,  as  the 
storage  capacity  of  the  undertaking  is  adequate  to  meet  all  demands. 
These  demands  continue  to  rise  and,  for  the  year  1953,  the  consumption 
of  unmetered  water  rose  to  47.4  gallons  per  head  per  day.  This  is 
attributable  to  the  increasing  number  of  new  houses.  Industrial  con- 
sumption was  approximately  the  same  as  last  year. 

The  new  service  reservoir  at  Parkhead  Farm  was  completed  during 
the  year  and  has  been  in  full  use  since  August.  It  has  a capacity  of 
2,000,000  gallons  and  serves  the  higher  parts  of  Falkirk,  Laurieston 
and  Polmont. 

The  low  level  reservoir  at  Woodend  Farm  is  now  in  hand  and, 
when  completed,  will  serve,  among  other  purposes,  as  a storage  reser- 
voir for  the  north  part  of  the  Burgh. 

DRAINAGE 

The  reconstruction  and  extension  of  the  main  drainage  system  in 
the  Burgh  continues,  and,  when  completed,  should  be  adequate  for  a 
considerable  time  to  meet  the  demands  placed  upon  it  in  the  future 
development  of  the  Burgh.  The  storm  water  overflow  from  Cauldhame 
to  the  River  Carron  (Work  No.  6)  was  completed  during  the  year,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  period  under  review  Works  Nos.  2,  3 and  4 had  com- 
menced and  progress  is  being  maintained. 

The  Burgh  Engineer  is  responsible  for  this  part  of  the  drainage 
system  of  the  Burgh  and  also  for  the  inspection  of  all  new  drainage 
connected  direct  to  the  sewers. 

The  inspection  and  supervision  of  alterations  to  existing  drainage 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  Sanitary  Department.  Most  tradesmen 
were  very  co-operative  but,  in  a few  instances  it  was  found  that  alter- 
ations had  been  made  without  consulting  the  Sanitary  Department 
Warnings  have  been  given  in  such  cases  and  should  similar  instances 
occur  more  serious  action  will  be  taken  against  the  tradesmen  concerned. 

During  the  year,  23  alterations  were  carried  out,  resulting  in  the 
installation  of  4 baths,  13  wash-hand  basins,  13  sinks,  29  waterclosets 
and  2 urinals. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  supervised  by  the  Burgh  Engineer. 
The  works  perform  only  primary  treatment  and  sludge  digestion,  and 
the  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  tidal  waters  of  the  River  Carron. 

No  serious  difficulties  arose  during  the  year. 

The  undernoted  data  has  been  supplied  by  the  Burgh  Engineer  for 
the  year  to  15th  May,  1953. 

Recorded  flow  of  sewage  to  Works  1,161,000,000  gallons 

Average  daily  flow  3,180,820  gallons 

Sewage  pumped  at  : — 

{a)  Carronside  Pumping  Station  376,961,900  gallons 

( b ) Abbotshaugh  Pumping  Station  64,724,900  gallons 

Recorded  volume  of  gas  for  year  2,197,900  cubic  feet 

Composition  of  gas  Methane  64.6%  Carbon  Dioxide  32.1% 

Hydrogen  3.3% 

Gross  calorific  value  of  gas  : — 667  B.T.Us 

RIVERS  POLLUTION 

The  proposed  Rivers  Board  for  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Forth  and 
the  River  Carron  has  not  yet  been  established.  The  ultimate  relation- 
ship between  the  Board  and  the  officers  of  the  various  local  authorities 
is  not  known,  but  no  doubt,  once  the  Board  starts  to  operate,  some 
indications  will  be  given  on  this  very  important  aspect  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  new  Act. 

The  Easter  Carmuirs  burn  which  has  now  been  piped  where  it 
passes  through  the  housing  scheme,  is  still  being  discoloured  by  the  tip 
at  the  Scottish  Tar  Distillers  on  which,  during  the  war,  the  firm  had  to 
dispose  large  quantities  of  waste  lime.  In  the  past  year,  this  waste  lime 
has  been  partly  removed  with  a view  to  its  being  utilised  for  agricultural 
purposes.  1 am  afraid  it  will  be  a long  time  before  the  burn  has  a clear 
water  flow. 

It  is  hoped  to  start  infilling  the  valley  through  which  the  west  trib- 
utary of  this  burn  is  piped,  and  eventually  to  provide  a pleasant  playing 
space  for  the  children  of  the  housing  area. 

No  pollutions  were  noted  during  the  year  in  any  of  the  burns  or  the 
River  Carron  of  a nature  to  call  for  remedial  action. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

It  has  always  been  assumed  that  the  manufacture  of  fishmeal  at 
Roughcastle  Fishworks  was  an  offensive  trade  but,  in  fact,  this  procees 
was  not  covered  by  Section  32  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897 
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The  department  felt  that  the  position  should  be  resolved,  and  in  Sept- 
ember, 1953  the  Local  Authority  made  the  necessary  Order  which  was 
confirmed  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

We  have  thus  three  offensive  businesses  in  the  Burgh,  comprising 
the  fish  works,  the  slaughterhouse,  and  the  tripery  at  the  slaughter- 
house. During  the  year,  95  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises. 

Considerable  reconstruction  and  renewal  of  plant  has  been 
undertaken  at  the  fish  works  during  the  year,  under  the  supervision  of 
Dr.  Preston,  the  Consultant  employed  by  the  Scottish  Fish  Meal  Manu- 
facturing Company.  The  work  is  not  yet  completed  but  the  improve- 
ment in  the  methods  is  considerable  and  should  help  to  prevent  ob- 
noxious fumes  from  disturbing  the  inhabitants.  On  several  occasions, 
it  was  necessary  to  investigate  complaints  of  smell  from  the  works  and 
it  was  found  these  were  due  to  unavoidable  break  downs  in  the  plant. 

FACTORIES 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-one  inspections  of  factories  were  carried 
out  and  fifteen  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  noted  and  appropriate 
action  taken  to  secure  the  remedy.  Five  of  these  contraventions  were 
notified  by  H.M.  Factory  Inspector  and  were  made  in  terms  of  Section 
9 of  the  Factories  Act  1937.  Remedial  action  was  taken  in  thirteen 
instances  and  two  defects  remain  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  two  instances,  the  Local  Authority  were  notified  where  “ out 
work  ” was  being  done  in  the  Burgh.  On  inspection,  the  conditions 
under  which  the  work  was  undertaken  were  found  to  be  satisfact- 
ory. 

SCHOOLS 

There  are  now  twelve  schools  in  the  Burgh  with  the  opening  of  the 
new  Roman  Catholic  School,  St.  Mungo’s.  As  this  is  a Junior  Second- 
ary School  it  has  not  eliminated  the  use  of  the  Silver  Row  School  as  I 
anticipated  in  previous  reports.  All  schools  were  inspected  and  any 
defects  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  appropriate  department. 

Inspections  of  houses  from  which  vermin  infested  children  come, 
as  revealed  during  medical  inspections  at  the  schools,  were  made  by 
this  Department  and  treatment  and  advice  given  to  prevent  recurrences. 
Ten  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS 

All  the  cemeteries  in  the  Burgh  have  been  maintained  by  the 
Local  Authority  for  many  years  and  all  are  maintained  in  a seemly 
condition  by  the  Superintendent  and  his  staff.  The  only  Cemetery  in 
use  is  at  Camelon  and  is  a model  for  such  places.  It  reflects  great  credit 
on  the  Superintendent  and  his  staff. 
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FACTORIES 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

M/c 

line 

No. 

Number 

Number  of 

M/c 

line 

No. 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

1 

55 

55 

l 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Authority 

2 

210 

154 

7 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out- workers’  premises) 

3 

13 

22 

1 

3 

Total 

| 278 

231 

9 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  wh 

ich  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

M/c 

line 

No. 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

M/c 

line 

No. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

5 

4 



3 



4 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

5 

— 

— ' 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  

6 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4)  

7 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

8 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7)— 

(a)  insufficient 

9 

1 

9 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 
fective   

10 

7 

6 

1 

10 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  

11 

11 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork)  

12 

3 

3 

12 

Total 

60 

15 

13 

— 

5 

60 

3. — Outwork,  No.  of  Workers 

Wearing  Apparel — Making,  etc 
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Negotiations  and  preliminary  work  are  still  going  on  regarding  the 
erection  of  a crematorium  by  the  Local  Authority.  The  provision  of 
this  method  of  disposal  of  the  dead  is  most  desirable  as  a further  advance 
in  the  health  service. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

As  in  former  years,  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  the 
Department  has  undertaken  the  investigation  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  the  disinfection  of  houses  and  contents,  and  submitted  reports 
to  the  Medical  Officer.  The  co-operation  of  the  two  Departments  has 
at  all  times  been  most  cordial,  and  it  has  been  a pleasure  to  be  of  assis- 
tance in  the  important  work  of  preventing  the  spread  of  infection. 

All  library  books  from  infected  houses  are  disinfected  and  returned 
to  the  library  by  the  Department. 

HOUSING 
Houses  Erected 

The  erection  of  houses  by  the  Local  Authority  was  the  highest  ever 
recorded  and  amounted  to  315  houses.  This  was  a splendid  achieve- 
ment by  the  Burgh  Architect  and  the  contractors,  which  unfortunately 
is  not  likely  to  be  repeated  this  year,  principally  due  to  difficulties  of 
site  acquisition  and  advance  preparation. 

The  table  following  gives  details  of  the  Local  Authority  houses  at 
December,  1953  : — 


1919  Act  Scheme 

230 

— 

230 

— 

1923  Act  Scheme 

112 

— 

112 

— 

Insanitary  Areas  Scheme 

1270 

— 

1270 

— 

Composite  Scheme 

1320 

— 

1320 

— 

Bog  Road  

278 

— 

278 

— 

Windsor  Road  

434 

143 

427 

7 

Easter  Carmuirs  

754 

116 

626 

128 

Carronside 

10 

— 

10 

— 

David’s  Loan  

2 

— 

2 

— 

Langlees  

159 

56 

128 

31 

Main  Street,  Bainsford 

15 

— 

— 

15 

Grangemouth  Road 

13 

— 

— 

13 

Totals  

4597 

315 

4403 

194 

Nine  houses  were  erected  and  occupied  by  private  parties  during 
the  year. 

260  houses  are  under  construction  by  the  Scottish  Special  Housing 
Association,  a percentage  being  for  industrial  workers  and  the  remainder 
for  general  needs. 
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FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 

Even  measured  by  the  proportion  of  time  required  to  carry  out  the 
duties  under  this  head,  this  is  now  one  of  the  most  important  features 
of  the  Department’s  work.  There  is  much  to  be  supervised  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public,  while  the  results  can  be  most  encouraging  from  a 
health  point  of  view.  Evidence  can  be  seen  of  an  increasing  awareness 
of  the  desirability  of  clean  food,  clean  handling,  hygienic  premises  and 
all  that  is  desirable  in  dealing  with  this  vital  commodity.  This  interest 
is  shared  by  the  consumer  and  the  trader  and  one  hopes  it  will  increase 
and  prove  fruitful  in  raising  the  standards  of  food  hygiene  to  a level 
never  before  accomplished.  While  the  legislation  to  back  our  efforts 
is  taking  time  to  produce,  it  is  expected  to  be  on  the  statute  book  during 
the  present  year  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  co-operation  received  from  the 
traders  by  the  Department  will  be  continued  under  the  new  conditions. 

(a)  Food  Hygiene 

During  the  year,  a number  of  occasions  have  arisen  when  oppor- 
tunity has  presented  itself  to  do  some  propaganda  work  on  food 
hygiene  and  these  opportunities  have  been  fully  used. 

The  clean  food  exhibits  made  available  by  the  Department  of 
Health  were  on  show  in  the  entrance  to  the  Public  Library  from  14th 
to  27th  March,  1953.  The  large  numbers,  who  regularly  visited  the 
library,  showed  great  interest  and,  in  addition,  steps  were  taken  to 
advertise  the  exhibition,  while  letters  were  sent  to  all  food  traders  in  the 
Burgh  inviting  them  and  their  staff  to  view  the  exhibits.  I feel  sure 
that  the  exhibition  served  a very  useful  purpose. 

The  Department  took  steps  in  conjunction  with  the  Department  of 
Health  for  Scotland,  to  publicise  the  danger  arising  from  the  presence 
of  blowflies  in  and  around  premises  in  which  food  stuffs  are  prepared. 

The  Sanitary  Department  carried  out  visits  of  inspection  and  gave 
instructions  as  to  the  method  of  treatment.  197  circular  letters  were 
sent  out  to  all  premises  dealing  with  food  stuffs. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  in  December,  a cellophane  wrapping 
machine  for  cakes  was  installed  by  the  Falkirk  and  District  Co-oper- 
ative Society  in  their  bakery  despatch  at  Dalderse  Avenue.  I under- 
stand this  is  the  first  machine  of  its  kind  being  used  in  Scotland.  It  is 
a further  step  in  the  hygienic  handling  of  food. 

The  Society  have  improved  hygienic  conditions  in  two  butcher’s 
shops,  one  in  Lint  Riggs  and  the  other  at  the  Hedges,  Camelon.  The 
former  is  a combined  meat  and  fish  shop,  but  no  fish  preparation  work 
is  done  on  the  premises  and  all  fish  is  stored  in  refrigerators.  A cold 
storage  display  counter  has  been  installed  for  meat  and  this  is  most 
attractive  and  hygienic. 
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Two  fishmongers  have  also  improved  their  premises.  Messrs. 
McKendrick  & Sons  have  installed  a refrigerated  window  and  this 
permits  an  excellent  display  to  the  public  under  hygienic  conditions  and 
the  methods  of  handling  have  been  improved. 

(b)  Meat 

The  administration  and  operations  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse 
proceeded  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  The  improved  premises  and 
equipment  have  been  of  considerable  assistance  to  the  staff  and  im- 
proved handling  of  the  animals  and  meat  have  helped  towards  a more 
satisfactory  product  for  the  consumer. 

No  special  difficulties  were  met  with  and  the  slaughtering  of  the 
animals  by  the  staff  employed  by  the  Local  Authority,  as  contractors  of 
the  Ministry  of  Food,  has  been  a worthwhile  change  both  financially 
and  from  a health  point  of  view. 

During  the  year  10  slaughterers’  licences  were  issued  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  the  staff  employed  comprised  the  Superintendent,  his 
Assistant,  one  clerk,  seven  slaughtermen,  two  apprentice  slaughtermen, 
one  gut  worker  and  seven  general  labourers  including  tripe  cleaners. 

The  number  of  tripes  etc.,  cleaned  for  human  consumption  for  the 
year  was  1863  tripes,  845  sets  of  feet,  and  228  Sheep  Bags. 

The  Slaughterhouse  continues  to  serve  not  only  the  Burgh,  but  also 
Grangemouth  and  a large  part  of  the  surrounding  landward  area  of  the 
County  of  Stirling. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  is  shown  in 
Table  “ A ” below  : — 

Table  “ A ” 


Class  of 
Animals 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  (in  lbs.) 
of  Condemned 
Meat  and  Offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle 

4,029 

35 

82 

78,270 

Calves 

1,512 

60 

— 

3,630 

Sheep 

20,593 

52 

38 

9,797 

Pigs  

5,527 

18 

115 

7,166 

Totals 

31,661 

165 

235 

98,863 

I would  express  my  appreciation  of  the  loyal  service  given  by  the 
Superintendent  and  staff  which  has  made  my  administration  super- 
vision easy  and  pleasant. 

The  Town  Council  submitted  evidence  to  the  Inter-departmental 
Committee  on  Slaughterhouses,  who  are  considering  the  further  con- 
centration of  slaughtering  in  Scotland. 
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With  the  de-control  of  meat  in  July,  1954,  the  Town  Council  have 
been  preparing  for  the  change  and  making  arrangements  with  the 
Falkirk  & District  Butchers’  Association. 

(c)  Milk 

(i)  Dairies 

The  supervision  of  all  dairies  in  the  burgh  is  continually  undertaken 
and  during  the  year  395  inspections  were  made  of  the  premises.  16 
limewashing  notices  were  issued  and  complied  with  by  the  dairymen. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  (Scotland) 
(No.  2)  Order,  1953  applies  to  Falkirk  and  from  1st  January,  1954,  the 
compulsory  use  of  special  designations  for  retail  sales  of  milk  applies 
to  the  Burgh.  This  is  a step  in  the  right  direction  and  the  necessary 
change  over  by  the  retailers  has  been  accomplished.  Licences  for 
designated  milk  have  been  granted  to  the  various  dairymen  affected 
until  the  next  date  for  renewal  of  licences  viz  : — 1st  January,  1957. 

Table  “ B ” gives  the  details  of  premises,  the  number  of  cows  and 
the  number  of  designated  licences  as  required  by  the  Department  of 
Health.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  licences  granted  as  compared 
with  1952  is  due  to  those  granted  to  shopkeepers  who  formerly  sold 
non-designated  milk. 

Table  “ B ” 


Class  of  Trade 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Cows 

Designated  Licences 

Certified 

T.T. 

Heat  Treated  and 
Pasteurised 

Producer  Wholesalers 

5 

95 



4 



Dealer  Wholesaler  .... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Retail  Purveyors 

30 

— 

10 

21 

21 

Exempted  Premises  .... 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

(ii)  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Act  and  Orders 

Fourteen  new  licences  were  issued  in  1953  in  order  that  all  milk 
sold  in  the  Burgh  would  be  designated  milk  and  thus  comply  with  the 
Specified  Area  Order  mentioned  in  the  preseding  section  of  this  report. 

There  are  now  59  licences  in  force  in  the  Burgh  and  they  continue 
in  force  until  the  next  renewal  date. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-six  samples  of  designated  milk  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  prescribed  tests,  the  results  of  which  are  shown  in  Table  1 
of  the  Appendix.  Each  failure  to  comply  with  the  prescribed  condit- 
ions was  investigated  and  action  to  prevent  a recurrence  was  taken  by 
the  dealer  concerned.  A number  of  B.  Coli  tests  were  carried  out  in  the 
Department’s  laboratory  when  dealing  with  failures  in  ^ pint  bottles. 
The  test  was  for  the  presence  of  B.  Coli  in  1 ml.,  and  the  early  availabil- 
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ity  of  results  of  these  samples  were  of  great  advantage  in  checking 
failures.  Five  washed  bottles  were  examined  and  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

(iii)  Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme 

The  Department’s  Laboratory,  operating  under  the  above  Scheme, 
continued  to  play  an  important  part  in  the  control  of  all  incoming  milk 
to  the  Burgh.  The  Scheme  again  operates  at  the  S.C.W.S.  Creamery 
and  regular  testing  is  carried  out  in  the  Department’s  laboratory. 
During  the  year  under  review  3326  samples  were  procured,  submitted 
to  the  resazurin  test  under  the  Scheme  and  to  the  methylene  blue  and 
chemical  tests  at  regular  intervals.  The  large  increase  in  samples  from 
last  year  is  due  to  the  Department  again  testing  at  the  S.C.W.S.  Cream- 
ery. 

The  results  of  the  various  tests  undertaken  in  the  Laboratory  at 
Arnotdale  are  shown  in  Table  “ C ” below  : — 

Table  “ C ” 


Test 

No.  of 

Samples  Taken 

Passed 

Failed 

Chemical  Analysis 

303 

302 

1 

Resazurin  

2666 

2529 

137 

Methylene  Blue  

357 

285 

72 

Totals 

3,326 

3,116 

210 

As  a result  of  these  tests  189  notifications  were  made  regarding 
failures  to  all  concerned  and  comprised  137  to  producers,  24  to  Local 
Authorities,  24  to  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  and  4 to  the  Department 
of  Health. 

It  is  interesting  to  record  that  in  the  year  1949,  223  notices  were 
issued  when  only  1725  samples  were  tested.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
there  has  been  considerable  improvement  in  the  keeping  quality  of 
incoming  milk  since  the  inception  of  the  Scheme. 

(d)  Food  and  Drugs 

The  details  of  the  two  hundred  and  forty-five  samples  of  food  and 
drugs,  which  were  submitted  to  the  public  analyst,  are  shown  in 
Table  1 1 of  the  Appendix.  Nine  of  these  samples  were  taken  formally 
and  in  five  cases,  2 sausages,  2 mince,  and  1 ice  cream,  the  results  showed 
the  samples  to  be  non  genuine. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  five  vendors,  four  of  whom  pled 
guilty  and  3 butchers  were  fined  £3  and  the  ice  cream  vendor  £4.  One 
butcher  pled  not  guilty  but,  after  the  Court  had  sent  the  third  portion 
of  the  sample  to  the  Government  Analyst,  the  plea  was  changed  to 
guilty  and  the  vendor  was  fined  £3. 
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(e)  Food  Labelling  Orders  and  Merchandise  Marks  Acts 

Inspections  under  the  above  Orders  and  Acts  did  not  reveal  any 
contravention.  The  packing  of  foodstuffs  is  generally  found  to  be 
highly  satisfactory  and  the  producers  do  their  utmost  to  comply  with 
the  existing  legislation.  Shopkeepers  have  on  occasions,  when  doubt- 
ful, asked  our  assistance  in  connection  with  their  obligations  under  the 
legislation. 

(f)  Ice  Cream 

The  number  of  premises  and  vehicles  registered  under  the  Ice 
Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948,  at  the  31st  December,  1953,  was 
94  and  the  statement  below  shows  the  number  of  registrations  dealt  with 
during  the  year  — 

Premises  Vehicles 


Registered  at  31/12/52  61  30 

Registered  during  1953  8 4 

Cancelled  during  1953  4 5 

Registered  at  31/12/53  65  29 


Forty-four  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  informally  and  submit- 
ted to  the  Public  Analyst  for  chemical  analysis.  Seventeen  of  these, 
samples  did  not  comply  with  the  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Orders 
1951  and  1953,  and  the  attention  of  the  vendors  concerned  was  directed 
to  these  Orders.  Subsequently,  3 formal  samples  were  taken  and  one 
sample  was  found  to  be  non-genuine.  The  vendor  was  prosecuted, 
pled  guilty  and  fined  £4.  There  has  been  ample  time  for  producers  to 
ensure  that  their  ice  cream  meets  the  chemical  standards  laid  down. 

Forty-four  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

12  samples  with  counts  of  1000  or  less  per  ml. 

17  samples  with  counts  between  1000  and  20,000  per  ml. 

10  samples  with  counts  between  20,000  and  200,000  per  ml. 

5 samples  with  counts  over  200,000  per  ml. 

13  samples  showed  positive  B.  Coli. 

Investigations  were  carried  out  to  ascertain  the  reasons  for  the 
unsatisfactory  samples  and  the  dealers  were  asked  to  take  steps  to 
prevent  any  recurrence. 

Visits  of  inspections  were  made  to  all  premises,  in  which  ice  cream 
was  manufactured,  by  a representative  of  the  Department  of  Health 
accompanied  by  a member  of  this  Department  and  defects  noted  were 
reported  to  the  occupiers  for  immediate  action. 

A total  of  293  visits  were  made  to  ice  cream  premises  during  the 

year. 

(g)  OTHER  FOODS 

The  inspection  and  condemnation  of  foodstuffs  still  occupies  a 
considerable  amount  of  time  and  during  the  year  surrender  certificates 
were  issued  by  the  Department  for  the  following  goods.  Ten  dozen 
Swiss  Rolls,  468  ice  cream  blocks,  56  lbs.  rolled  oats,  6 lbs.  sausages 
2,501  tins,  69  jars,  4 bottles  and  1 packet  of  various  foodstuffs.  The 
food  was  destroyed  at  the  refuse  disposal  works. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders 
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TABLE  II 

Samples  Procured  under  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928 
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